Dark World Gate
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Sonic and related characters (C) Sega/Archie/DiC

Chapter 1: Vision from the Dark Father

	Winter vacation has come to Station Square (June, July, and August in the Southern Hemisphere is winter, unless it's tropical like Station Square).  SJ and Lily, along with their friends, prepared to visit Queen Sally in Mobius.  Night time came, and the twins rested.  But while the good guys were resting, Spectrorat got a vision from his sealed demon father, Rexnoctos (alias Negahog).  "My son," whispered the evil voice.  "Dad?" Spectrorat replied.  Negahog answered, "Yes, it is me.  Hear me.  Mobius' Light and Dark path may be ruined, but I know a way to build a path to Earth.  Once the path is established, we can prepare to invade Light World Mobius."

	"Tell me more, Father," said Spectrorat.  Negahog laughed and explained, "First, steal the Master Emerald from Angel Island.  Next, build a gateway structure befitting the Shadows of Dark Mobius.  Thirdly, find the seven Chaos Emeralds.  Finally, arrange them in the pattern that I instruct you, and the gate will be opened!"  Spectrorat smiled evilly, and he said, "Yes, Father.  It shall be done."  The night soon passed.  Fortunately, Jenny, leader of the Light Guardians, prepared a counteroffensive.  The Master Emerald may close off Earth and Mobius ties normally, but Jenny can transport heroes to Mobius and back to Earth.

	SJ, Lily, Crystal, Firestorm, Cream (and Cheese), and Big were about to go to Mobius... when Slash and Wildcat came up and snatched the Master Emerald!  "Oh no!" cried Lily!  SJ said, "Aw, man, without the Master Emerald, we can't get to Mobius!"  Jenny appeared and said, "It's worse than that, children.  Spectrorat is scheming to reopen the Dark World with the Master Emerald and the Chaos Emeralds!"  Knuckles gasped at the sound.  "The last thing Earth and Mobius needs is for Negahog and the Shadows of Dark Mobius to return!" Knuckles snapped.  Shadow and Maria soon got word of this as well.


Chapter 2: Find the Emeralds First!

	SJ, Lily, and their friends gathered around as Jenny planned the countermeasures.  She said, "I have created maps to lead you to the Chaos Emeralds.  Unfortunately, Spectrorat had already stolen the Cyan one.  Thus, six remain.  You will have to find them before the Negapack do!"  SJ replied, "Of course we will, Jenny."  Jenny said, "I have selected some good choices for your task.  SJ, you and Crystal find the Yellow Emerald.  Lily, you and Firestorm seek the Red Emerald.  Cream, you find the Purple Emerald.  Amy and Ken will find the Blue Emerald.  Tails and Sakura will find the Green Emerald.  And Big shall seek the White Emerald."  Each team nodded at their tasks.  Jenny turned to Lara-su, saying "And I have faith Lara-su will play a vital role as well.  You must stall Spectrorat from perfecting the gate as long as possible."  Lara-su saluted Jenny and glided off.  Knuckles and Julie-su didn't like the idea of having their daughter wander off alone, but they knew they had to trust her.

	Spectrorat soon began carving the pieces of the Dark World Gate.  Lara-su giggled gently as she started to relocate stones where Spectrorat had trouble finding them.  This caused much frustration as he had to locate them again.  In the meantime, SJ and Crystal soon went to the place where Robotnik's Final Egg once was.  In its place was desolate jungle.  But in the desolation was a fountain; unfortunately, it was dry.  A voice from the fountain said, "Spectrorat had dried me because I refused to relinquish the Emerald.  Restore me, and the Emerald is thine!"  Crystal asked, "How do we restore you, fountain?"  The fountain voice said, "Three Sandstone Golems wander about, carrying my essence.  Destroy all three, and the essence will return to me, and I shall flow again."  SJ and Crystal knew what they had to do.  Into the desolate jungle they went.  Crystal found one Sandstone Golem, found an old, forgotten spear, and struck the crack in its back.  It stuck, but did not destroy the golem yet.  Crystal raced to a place behind it, swung at it with her mink tail, and drove it in further.  The golem roared in pain, but it was still active.  Crystal picked up a rock, leapt up and over the golem to get behind it, and drove it in one more time.  It worked--the golem cracked and shattered, and a bluish light went back to the fountain.  Only two more golems remained.

	SJ raced toward a dry riverbed and found a Sandstone Golem snapping some trees.  A bluish crystal was on its head, but it would take some doing to strike it.  SJ then smiled and whistled, getting the animate statue's attention.  The golem raced forward and did a knuckle pound, but this allowed the hedgehog to run up its arm and do a Sonic Spin on its head.  SJ repeated that strategy two more times, and the monster collapsed into rubble.  The essence, the same bluish light as before, rose up and went to the fountain.  That left one more golem to go.  SJ and Crystal reunited to face the third golem.  This one was building some sort of altar.  They didn't know what it would be for, but they decided it wouldn't be good.  SJ bounced off of Crystal's shoulders and struck the golem right in the neck, severing the stone monster's head.  The third golem fell without a fight, and the third amount of the essence flowed to the fountain.  The fountain soon flowed again, and the area that was desolate became thriving again.  SJ and Crystal returned to the fountain and said, "You have succeeded.  As promised, here is the Chaos Emerald."  SJ and Crystal soon received the Yellow Chaos Emerald.  Crystal cheered, "We did it, SJ!"  SJ said, "Yes, Crystal, we did it together!"


Chapter 3: Lily and Firestorm's Test

	Firestorm used his sharp tiger claws to slice through some of the jungle foliage and soon found a cave mouth with water flowing from it.  But when he and Lily went into it, they emerge in another time (the magic of Mystic Ruin sometimes traveled people into the past, due to the Lost World's power).  They found themselves in the infancy of echidna civilization, before Tikal's father Pachacamec came into existence.  An echidna priest ran toward the pair in fear.  "You two should not be here!" the priest said.  "An ancient evil is coming, and we have no one brave enough to stop it!"  Firestorm and Lily knew that this was long before the echidnas knew of the Master Emerald or of Chaos.  Lily said, "My love and I will help in any way we can."  Firestorm added, "Just leave it to us!"  The priest stood, silent and awestruck, at the courage of the youngsters as they went toward the direction the priest ran from.

	Upon leaving the village (which would later become a city), Firestorm and Lily soon saw a volcano with a fiery light glowing at the top.  But the smoke coming from it formed a large skull in the air, meaning an evil was indeed in that location.  Firestorm said, "Stay close, Lily!  I have a bad feeling about this place."  Firestorm and Lily entered the cave in the volcano.  And as it turned out, imps patrolled the area with sickles.  Their leader, a fire demon that looked like a human skeleton ablaze, was at the top, making plans to burn down the village.  Lily said, "I'll gladly stay close to you, and heal your wounds."  Firestorm and Lily soon climbed up the cave.  Firestorm used his sharp claws to send the imps into the magma.  As promised, whenever Firestorm was wounded, Lily would tend to his wound with her healing touch.  Eventually, the pair got to the top of the crater, and the fire demon was ready.

	"You would have to be a fool to attack me!" hissed the fire demon.  "To touch me would mean to inflict a burn on yourself!"  Firestorm soon saw some loose rocks, and threw them at the skeletal inferno.  The monster roared in pain.  Firestorm then continued to throw rocks at the skeleton until it fell back into the magma, where its bones dissolved, and the fire became inanimate again.  The skull cloud soon vanished, revealing a portal with stairs of light.  Firestorm and Lily climbed the stairs into the portal.  A floating platform with roses came into view, and on a pedastal lay the Red Emerald.  A feminine voice said, "Take it!  You have earned it by defeating the fire demon!"  Lily walked up to get the Red Emerald.  Soon, the pair warped back to Mystic Ruin, Emerald in tow.


Chapter 4: Rabbit at the Bottom of the Sea

	Cream and her pet Chao Cheese traveled toward Station Square, asking if anyone had seen a violet-colored stone.  An elderly woman had, and she said to the teenage rabbit girl, "Something purple landed in the sea, just off the Emerald Coast.  There is a submariner that can help you find it."  Cream curtsied before her and said, "Thank you, ma'am.  That is information we needed."  She soon found the submariner and asked, "Sir, may we use your submarine to find the violet-colored stone?"  The submariner said, "Yes, young lady.  I heard from your glowing pink hedgehog friend you'd be coming here."  Cream knew he was talking about Jenny Lightspeed, and she thanked him for allowing them into the submarine.  The group went underwater to seek the treasure.

	While Cream was on her way to find the Purple Chaos Emerald, Lara-su again continued to frustrate Spectrorat.  Spectrorat created another rune for the Dark World Gate, and set to work on the next one.  Lara-su thought, "Maybe by making him think there's a different intruder, I can distract him."  She picked up a loose pebble and threw it toward the entrance.  The sound caught Spectrorat's attention.  He ran toward the entrance and exited, looking to find the intruder he thought was there.  Lara-su then went toward the freshly-carved rune.  "Time to make my dad proud!" said Lara-su as she winded up a punch and struck the rune!  The rune soon was smashed!  Lara-su quickly went back into hiding, and Spectrorat roared in frustration at seeing the rune broken.  "Whoever wrecked my rune is going to PAY!!!" he snapped.  Lara-su giggled softly to not attract attention.

	The submarine soon arrived inside an underwater ruin, and, to everyone's surprise, surfaced inside it; the ruins had air in them.  An ghostly male voice said, "Who enters my sanctuary?!"  Cream said timidly yet politely, "Forgive our intrusion, sir, but we came to find the Purple Chaos Emerald."  The voice said, "If you desire the treasure, you must earn it by finding my Mystical Key.  It is well hidden in the maze here.  Can you find it?"  Cream said, "I can try, sir."  At that, Cream and Cheese set out to find the key.  Cheese would often fit through holes to open doors that were latched from the other side.  After about eleven minutes of wandering, Cream and Cheese found the Mystical Key.  They soon found the door that the key unlocked, and opened the door.  The voice said, "You have succeeded in my test.  You have earned the Purple Chaos Emerald!"  "Thank you, sir!" Cream said.  She picked up the Emerald and returned to the submarine, and both returned to the surface.


Chapter 5: Two Hedgehogs for the Blue Emerald

	Spectrorat made two new runes--one of which to repair the one that was broken.  Darkstar soon came in and said, "Sir.  The heroes found three of the six remaining Emeralds!"  Spectrorat looked shocked.  Lara-su smiled upon hearing the news, but continued to remain hidden.  Spectrorat said, "Hmm... we'll have to prepare, then."  The evil rat then yelled, "Scorpius!  Destructo!  Psycho!  Front and center!"  The three summoned henchmen came out.  Spectrorat said, "Men, we've learned of our enemies' advances to stop our project.  You must find the three remaining Emeralds!"  "Yes, sir!" the three saluted as they left.  After they left, Spectrorat shouted, "Kyroh!  Report now!"  Kyroh flew in and said, "What is your bidding, Master Spectrorat!"  Spectrorat said, "I need you to take the Siamese Twins to steal any Chaos Emeralds our enemies currently have!"  Kyroh bowed before his superior and said, "It shall be done.  I shall tell the Siamese Twins of the mission, and then we shall be on our way."  At that, the flying reptile flew upward.  "What about me, sir?" asked Darkstar.  Spectrorat said, "We have a saboteur in our midst.  I need you to be my extra eyes and ears."  Darkstar nodded and said, "Affirmative sir!  To the glory of your father, Lord Negahog!"  Darkstar then flew away.

	Meanwhile, Amy went with her son Ken to where the Blue Emerald was said to be at.  Just as in Sonic's first adventure on planet Earth, the Blue Emerald was seen in the Mystic Ruin's Windy Valley.  Ken used some speed, and Amy used her trademark hammer as they went through the gusty place.  Instead of a tornado, a mystical tower took them up to the sky where the Emerald was.  Amy giggled, "Well, better than how Sonic and your father Tails had to do it!"  At once, Amy and Ken went up the tower... not knowing that Destructo was pursuing them.  Griffins and various birds of prey made the tower treacherous.  And traps, old and futuristic alike, filled the place, testing their morale.  Ken fought off the birds, and Amy swatted the traps away with her hammer.  It was a twenty minute walk up the tower if one were to go nonstop, but the two made it to the top, and a crystal path led to the altar where the Blue Emerald was.  The two hedgehogs went down the trail, but a moderate distance behind them was Destructo, tearing up the path.

	Amy and Ken soon made it to the altar.  But before they could take the Emerald, Destructo pounced, ready to strike!  "Destructo?!" Amy gasped.  The evil reptile then grabbed Ken and said, "Fork over the Emerald, or your son has eaten his last birthday cake!"  But Destructo made the error of grabbing him with his non-robotic arm.  So Ken did what came naturally--he bit Destructo's arm!  Destructo roared in pain!  Amy said, "That's one time where it's okay to bite!"  Amy then got out her hammer and swatted Destructo off the path, but Kyroh came and caught him.  Amy and Ken both touched the Blue Emerald, and both returned to the ground safely with it.


Chapter 6: A Kitsune Wins the Green Emerald

	Sakura, along with her father Tails, went into some old burial grounds, since she sensed the Green Emerald to be there.  Tails asked his nine-tailed daughter, "Sakura, are you sure your powers aren't being thrown off?"  Sakura said, "I'm sure, Father.  There should be the Green Chaos Emerald somewhere in this old graveyard."  As soon as she finished speaking that, a portal appeared between two angel statues.  Sakura's senses went off more than ever.  "It's in the portal, Father!"  Tails and Sakura soon went into the portal.  They soon found themselves in a completely black-and-white vision.  Well, black and white except for themselves and the green light shining down the corridor.  All the monsters were still as statues.  But Tails and Sakura developed a bad feeling about what would happen.

	The two foxes soon went to the sanctuary, where the altar had the Green Chaos Emerald.  "This seems too easy," said Sakura as her father flew up to get the Chaos Emerald, "and that worries me."  Tails said, "Well, I'm sure the others have had harder stuff."  He soon pried the stone loose.  The whole area became colored, but this also awoke the serpentine monster guards there in.  And it reopened the portal on the other side.  This may have been good, were it not for Psycho sneaking in.  Tails and Sakura came out of the sanctuary, only for them to meet hoards of lizard guards.  Sakura said, "Leave them to me, Father!"  At that, her eyes glowed and her nine tails fanned out.  This meant one thing--Sakura was about to cast a VERY powerful spell.  And indeed she did.  Sakura cast a powerful Ice spell that froze all the guards.  Tails and Sakura went to the portal, only for Psycho to ambush them!

	"Either give me the Emerald or say hello to your guts!" said Psycho as he got out a big axe he took from the wall.  "This one's on me, Sakura!" said Tails as he did his spinning tails attack.  After five consecutive hits, Psycho was out cold, and rolled out of the vision.  Tails and Sakura also exited the vision, with the Green Chaos Emerald in hand.  Only one Emerald remained to be found.


Chapter 7: Lara-su is Captured!

	Big the Cat soon went to the lakes of Mystic Ruins.  As luck would have it, Big would have the easiest time.  All he had to do was fish, and he caught the White Chaos Emerald.  But back in the Negapack's hiding place, things were about to take a turn for the worst.  Lara-su tried to sabotage the gate again, when Darkstar catches her.  "Gotcha, you little pipsqueak!" scoffed Darkstar.  Spectrorat soon came back in, and saw what happened.  "Little Lara-su, eh?" chuckled Spectrorat.  "How convenient.  Perhaps I can use you to get the others to surrender the Emeralds."  Lara-su started sweating bullets.  Jenny saw this while invisible, and went to warn the rest.

	The whole group got back together with their Chaos Emeralds.  Jenny soon appeared with the bad news.  "Lara-su has been captured, my friends!"  Knuckles and Julie-su were also shocked.  "Lara-su, my child!" said Julie-su.  "We have to save her!" said Knuckles.  Jenny calmed everyone down and said, "I know, and I have another plan to save her and stop the gate."  At once, the group came together for their plan.  Soon, sunset came, and the Negapack had completed their Dark World Gate atop Red Mountain.  Spectrorat held Lara-su nearby.  Her hands were chained behind her back, and she also had on a collar with a chain, which Spectrorat held.  "If your parents value your life, little lady," scoffed Spectrorat, "they'll have their friends fork of the Chaos Emeralds nice and easy."  "Don't bet on it, rat face!" replied Lara-su.  Spectrorat, never having been known for a gentleman, slapped the echidna girl.

	Scorpius soon appeared, along with Kyroh, saying "Sir, the heroes are approaching this way, with the Chaos Emeralds."  Spectrorat said, "Well, we have to make sure it's not a trick.  We'll prepare for a warm welcome."  But they didn't know that Jenny brought Knuckles and Julie-su with her to save Lara-su.


Chapter 8: The Gate is Thwarted

	Night falls, and Spectrorat prepares to snatch the remaining Emeralds to open the gate.  SJ and the rest prepared for a fight.  The rest of the Negapack soon ambush them to steal the Emeralds, but they just fought them off.  "Okay, that's enough of you!" scoffed Spectrorat.  "Now, give me the Emeralds, or this echidna girl goes bye-bye!"  It was Jenny's cue.  It was now or never.  "Go, now!" said Jenny!  The invisibility spell was off, and Knuckles and Julie-su moved in.  Knuckles punched Spectrorat, and Julie-su picked the locks to save their daughter!  Spectrorat said, "Go on, Negapack!  Get the Emeralds now!"  Jenny said, "It will do you little good without your gate!"  At that, she sent some lightning to smash the gate.  Spectrorat's plan was thwarted!  "Negapack!  Retreat!" cried the rat as he and his gang retreated into the darkness.

	"Thank you, Dad and Mom!" said Lara-su as she hugged her parents.  Knuckles said, "You know we had to.  Now let's get the Master Emerald back home."  The Master Emerald was soon taken back to Angel Island, and the others brought the Chaos Emeralds back to it as well.  The balance was soon restored.  Spectrorat brooded over his recent loss, until Negahog gave him another vision.  "Calm down, son," said Negahog.  "I have a way to create even more destruction!"  Spectrorat listened well.  As for the plan, that's another story for another day.

	But for now, a new day dawned.  SJ and Crystal went out for a date, and Firestorm and Lily went out on a date as well.  Cream and Cheese first visited the grave of Vanilla, Cream's mom, and then went to her home to tend to their garden.  Tails and his family went for a picnic in Station Square's park.  For the time being, it was a time to relax.


The End